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Shaikha Mai

Mrs Sirriyeh

LANS are moving ahead

to create a world-class

theatre complex in
Manama after a series of
delays and postponements
appeared to threaten the
project.

The BD20 million complex,
funded by His Majesty King Hamad
and set alongside the sea near the
National Museum, is expected to be
completed in time for the Unesco’s
World Heritage Committee’s annual
meeting that will be held in the
kingdom in June 2011.

The National Theatre of Bahrain
was conceived more than six years

AGE IS SET

By ANASUYA KESAVAN
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ago by Shaikha Mai bint Mo-
hammed Al Khalifa, now Culture

and Information Minister of Bahrain.

The site once staged a “village’ and
attracted thousands of visitors to an
annual Heritage Festival which is to
be relocated to the surroundings of
genuine villages and historic homes
in the kingdom, officials say.

It has been bulldozed clear to make
way for the construction of the new
iconic cultural complex which will
start next spring.

DINARY VEHICLE
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The Ministry of Information’s
strategic planning advisor, Manar
Mohammed Sirriyeh, said that the
theatre will be a landmark building
that all citizens of the kingdom can
look forward to with pride.

She said: “The National Theatre
is one of Shaikha Mai’s dream
projects. Her ambition is to accom-
modate and host international
activities and big events in Bahrain.

“We don’t have such a space now.
Work is now on a very solid footing
and we are at the stage of finalising
key drawings. We are expecting to
start work onsite by March-April
next year.

“The architects have thought of it
to be like a jewel ... there is a very
nice foyer as you enter the building
that reflects the modem-style
architecture. The theatre will be
built to international specifications
and is designed to accommodate all
activities that are related to music
and theatre.

“It will be another landmark build-
ing in Bahrain.”

Discussions are taking place to
hire an experienced manager for the
theatre so that a trained Bahraini
team can be ready and in place to
make it operational from 2011.
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